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Amberley School Vision and Goals

Educational success through dedication, care and attention

The Governors and staff in conjunction with St James School, Coldwaltham have defined the ongoing vision into key areas:

b A very strong partnership between families and schools
b Excellent social and emotional support for all children and their parents/carers.
b High quality and level of support for the most and least able children when appropriate.
b A creative, rich and stimulating environment with a wide curriculum to motivate and engage all children.
b High expectations of all children in all subjects to achieve their personal best.

Within the context of Christian belief and practice Amberley School is a welcoming and caring inclusive village school which serves 
its community by providing an education of the highest quality. 

The school has preserved and developed its religious character since its foundation and collective worship is a focal point in the 
daily life of our school providing opportunities for the spiritual development of both our children and staff.  

We are committed to working in partnership with parents, governors, the Church and our local community to enable pupils to 
develop a life long passion for learning.  

We aim to achieve the highest standards through providing a supportive and motivating environment where all pupils are valued 
and can develop the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes needed to lead a fulfilling life, today and in the future.

Welcome
I am delighted to be able to welcome you to our happy and thriving school. I have 
the great privilege of working not only for this school but also St James School in 
Coldwaltham.  In our Church Schools we aim to provide a welcoming atmosphere 
where staff and children work together to create a happy, secure, caring and stimulating 
environment.  All our pupils are given the opportunities to achieve their full potential, 
to develop responsibility, self esteem, respect for others and their environment.  We 
welcome visits to the school where you can find out lots more about our unique village 
school. 

Michelle Clifford
Head Teacher
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The years at school are few and 
precious. We provide a happy, nurturing 
and caring environment where children 
are inspired to fulfill their potential 
and become confident, articulate and 
independent individuals.

Amberley C of E (Controlled) First 
School caters for children between the 
ages of 4 and 10, Reception to Year 5.

The school was founded in 1875 and 
remains today a small, happy and lively 
place with a homely feel. The large fields 

surrounding the school building scattered 
with wooden adventure play area, picnic 
tables and more recently a pond and 
water observation area and school 
allotment take full advantage of the 
glorious location in which it sits; nestled 
in the heart of the South Downs. 

Our hugely dedicated staff combined 
with a high staff: pupil ratio ensures that 
we know every child well and have the 
advantage of being able to offer a high 
level of individual attention, guidance 
and encouragement. 

Whatever the academic potential, every 
child is cared for as an individual while 
they grow from reception class aged 4 
into year 5’s. Each child is encouraged 
to develop an enquiring mind, a sense 
of self esteem and a self discipline which 
comes from working in a happy and 
orderly environment.

Our mission statement of ‘Educational 
success through dedication, care and 
attention’ is at the heart of our teaching. 
We seek to foster each child’s talents 
and challenge him or her to do their 
best at all times. Every child at Amberley 
should feel that they matter and that he 
or she is cared for as an individual.

Every pupil at Amberley is encouraged 
to get involved in all aspects of the 
schools curriculum. The increased 
opportunities through the collaboration 
with St James School in Coldwaltham 
include after school clubs, workshops 
and shared resources. 

A Great Start for Your Child
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Amberley School is a Church of England 
Voluntary Controlled School. In January 
2005 a collaboration was formed with 
St James School in Coldwaltham. Both 
schools share a head teacher who 
divides her time equally between the 
two schools. 

The positive benefits of the 
collaboration have been to preserve 
the atmosphere and ethos of the village 
school whilst broadening educational 
opportunities and experiences for each 
child. Sharing resources, capitalising 
on staff expertise and parallel pupil 
activities have all helped to provide a 
broader base for social contact and co-
operation with a larger peer group.

We have a very child centred approach 
at Amberley School which at its heart 
is there to encourage every child to 
achieve their maximum potential. 
The great advantage of having lower 
numbers in each year group is that 
smaller teaching groups can be created 
for specific activities and individual 
attention given to each pupil. The class 
teacher fosters a sense of identity and 
security throughout the child’s time in 
the class. There is a real family feel in 
the school with mixed ages working 
closely together breaking down barriers 
and assisting playtime unity. 

A good partnership with parents is vital 
to the school’s success as a learning 
organization.  When parents and school 
work successfully together, the results 
have a positive impact on the child’s 
development and learning.  This can 
be seen as two-way communication of 
information, knowledge and expertise.  
We ask our parents to ensure that their 
children attend school regularly and 
behave well when they are there.  

Parents often volunteer to come into 
school to help out but if this is not 
possible there are other ways to be part 
of the partnership: by taking an interest, 
supporting children with homework, 
talking about learning, reading at home, 
and attending events and assemblies.  
We hold information meetings for all 
new parents before the beginning of 
every new school year and there are 
regular meetings for parents to discuss 
their child with the class teacher.  
Records of Achievement (reports) are 
written at the end of the school year for 
every child and sent home to parents. 
 
The Friends of Amberley School 
(FASA) is another way to help school 
and get to know other parents.  This 
is a fund raising association run on 
behalf of the school.  Parents also have 
representation on the Governing body.

We hope that all parents will 
enjoy our working relationship 
and, indeed, parents frequently 
tell us how much they will miss 
school when their children 
move on. 

Academic progress is enriched 
by many activities that include 
the arts, technology, drama 
and music.  Visits and visitors 
further help us to provide a 
curriculum that is exciting 
and motivating for all our 
pupils.

Links to the nearby St 
Michael’s Church are also 
important to the life of the 
school. The Vicar conducts 
an assembly in school 
every week. We hold 
at least one service in 
church every term. Grace 
is said before lunch and 
there is a daily act of 
collective worship.

There is a well stocked 
library area for the 
use of all pupils and a 
number of computers 
for pupils use. 

About Our School - Curriculum and More
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Foundation Stage

These are the early years of education, beginning in the 
nursery and play groups and ending at the end of the 
reception year when the children will be five years old. The 
curriculum is divided into six areas of learning, although we 
recognise that, in practice, many of these areas overlap.

Personal, social and emotional development 

Children learn to work together, to share and co-operate.  They 
are helped to develop good self-esteem and confidence.  This 
area is the basis for success in all other areas of the curriculum.  

Communication, language and literacy
 
Children develop speaking and listening skills in a variety 
of situations.  They begin to read and write and to use 
information and communication technology (ICT) skills.  
These are developed through making connections, often 
through play.

Mathematical development

Children develop skills in mathematics through active learning.  
This will include counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, 
making connections, recognising relationships and working 
with numbers, shapes, space and measures.  Mathematical 
understanding is developed through stories, songs, games and 
imaginative play.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

 Children develop those skills that help them make sense 
of the world. This includes first-hand experiences that 
encourage exploration, observation, problem-solving, critical 
thinking, decision making and discussion.  This forms the 
foundation for later work in science, design and technology, 
history, geography and ICT.      

Physical development

Children develop their skills of coordination, control, 
manipulation and movement.  This involves using a range of 
equipment both indoors and outside.    

Creative development

Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Being creative 
allows children to make connections between areas of learning 
and so extend understanding.  This area includes art, craft, 
music, dance, role play and imaginative play.

Key Stage 1

When children leave the Foundation Stage after their 
reception year they enter Key Stage 1. This stage lasts two 
years (Year1 & Year2) and finishes at the end of Year 2 when 
the children are all seven years old.  In May of their final year 
children are assessed by their teachers in English, Mathematics 
and Science, using National tests. Results are reported to 
parents with the child’s annual report.  

Children in Key Stage 1 study the National Curriculum and 
religious education.  Many of the subjects are taught in a ‘cross 
curricular’ way in order to help the children link skills and 
knowledge in a meaningful way.

Key Stage 2

Key Stage 2 lasts for four years (Year 3, Year 4, and Year 5 
& Year 6) and ends when the children transfer to secondary 
school at the age of eleven. At Amberley School the children 
transfer after year 5 to the local Intermediate School.  

The National Curriculum

The National Curriculum lays down what should be taught 
by every school during compulsory schooling from Y1 to Y13 
(ages 5yrs – 16yrs).  

What we Teach at Amberley School

As a First school, Amberley covers three different stages of primary education; Foundation 

Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 (not year 6) 
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The following subjects are known as the ‘core’ subjects and will 
have more time devoted to them than the others. 

b English: this includes speaking and listening and drama.  
 Reading and writing is based on the National   
 Literacy Framework.
b Mathematics: based on the National Framework for  
 Mathematics.
b Science

The following subjects are known as ‘foundation’ subjects. 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT), Design 
Technology (DT), History, Geography, Art & Design, Music, 
Physical Education (P.E.), Personal, Social and Health Education 
(PSHE) and Citizenship. 

The Primary Frameworks for literacy and mathematics are 
non-statutory Government schemes that set out what children 
should learn in reading and writing, and mathematics each 
term. This begins in Reception year and continues into the first 
year of secondary school. We use these schemes as a basis 
when planning our teaching.

The school has policies and schemes of work in all subjects. 

Religious Education

The school conforms to the West Sussex locally agreed 
syllabus. The syllabus is mainly Christian in approach but treats 
all denominations equally. In addition, aspects of Judaism, Islam 
and Hinduism are studied. 

Parents have the right to remove their children from religious 
education and the act of worship, which must be part of the 
daily assembly. Please discuss this with the head teacher first if 
you wish to exercise this right. 

Modern Foreign Languages

We teach French in Key Stage 2 and introduce the language 
through games, songs and simple phrases in Key Stage 1.

Sex Education

The governors have a policy for sex education, which is 

available on request. Children’s questions are answered 
frankly and accurately according to the age of the child. 
There are more formal lessons in Y6 when the children are 
at at the Intermediate School covering puberty and human 
reproduction. Parents are given the opportunity to look at all 
materials used before the lessons take place.

Accessibility Policy 

As required by the Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Act 2001/Disability Discrimination Act, we:

b Ensure that pupils with disabilities are not treated less  
 favourably than other pupils.
b Take all reasonable steps to avoid putting pupils with  
 disabilities at a substantial disadvantage.

As a school we continue to improve accessibility for pupils 
with disabilities in the following three main areas:

b Increasing the participation of pupils with disabilities in the  
 school curriculum.
b Improving the physical environment of the school to  
 enhance access of pupils.
b Improving the delivery to pupils  with disabilities of  
 written information.

Children with Special Educational Needs work at their own 
ability level, alongside others in their class, but are given 
extra help and resources by the Teaching Assistants and/
or Learning Support Teaching Assistant. We follow the 
West Sussex Code of Practice for children with Special 
Educational Needs. Children have their own “Individual 
Education Plan” (I.E.P.) drawn up by the class teacher 
and special needs co-ordinator in liaison with parents 
and teaching assistants and the children. The action plan 
is carefully implemented, monitored and reviewed on a 
regular basis to ensure that good progress is being made. 
Further support can also be drawn from County advisors, 
psychologists, speech therapists etc. We aim to provide an 
appropriate education for children of all abilities. 

Conclusion

We are a school that is proud of its happy and lively feel, and 
we place great value on teaching children to respect and care 
for one another and the world they live in.  
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Forest Schools

  What is Forest Schools?

The Forest Schools programme is an approach to education 
that makes use of the outdoor environment (preferably 
woodlands and forests) to create a unique learning vehicle 
that aims to encourage children to use their local open spaces 
for play, health, recreation and personal development. The 
philosophy is to encourage and inspire individuals of any age 
through positive outdoor experiences. 

Children are given the time to thoroughly explore their 
thoughts, feelings and relationships.  They learn the skills of 
resilience, independence & friendship alongside whittling, 
learning about the plants and animals that live in the grounds 
and enjoying being outside.

Programmes will run throughout the year, going into the 
grounds in all weathers. Children use full sized tools, play, learn 
boundaries of behaviour both physical and social, grow in 
confidence and become self motivated.   These sessions help 
children to develop individual skills and self esteem through 
activities such as hide and seek, shelter building, tool skills, 
lighting fires and environmental art.

At our schools we run Forest Schools in the grounds and the 
sessions are led by the headteacher, who is a fully qualified 
Forest Schools Leader.

As par t of our Learning Outside the Classroom provision we have introduced Forest 

Schools to both Amberley and St James.
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Happy children make a happy school. A close working 
relationship between school and parents is essential and 
we actively encourage parents to become involved in their 
child’s life at school, from encouraging reading and homework 
to supporting school events, attending performances and 
participating in sports days.

Regular informal contact between parents and teachers is 
encouraged. Parents can talk to their class teacher at any 
time. Twice yearly there are formal consultations and written 
reports arranged by the school. The Head Teacher is always 
pleased to see parents to discuss any concerns. 

Our facilities at Amberley continue to grow and develop in 
order to ensure the best possible education for your children. 
This includes not only the building and resources but also the 
extensive and beautiful grounds. 

The school day begins at 8.45am and finishes at 3pm. 
Lunchtime is between 12 noon and 1pm. Children may have a 
healthy packed lunch or purchase a hot meal from our school 
meals contractor and this is eaten in the main hall.

There are a number of extra curricular activities that pupils are 
encouraged to take advantage of.  These include art, cookery, 
gardening, netball and other sporting clubs during the year.

There is a Parent and Toddler Group on a Thursday morning 
held at the school. It provides a good social meeting place for 
local parents, baby siblings of children at the school and indeed 
other future pupils of the school.

A Happy Place To Be
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What the Children Think

Here are just a few thoughts about the school from some of our pupils…

"I like science because 

      I like finding things out" 

Fred
I like eating outside because I like the picnic tables

Alana

“The teachers are wonderful and kind”
Amy O

“I love everything about Amberley”
Eliza

“I always play in the house during 
Choosing Time”

Eirann

“I enjoy building models”
Harry

“I like sitting with my friends 
at lunchtime”

Harry

“the teachers always help us with our 
sounds and numbers”

Amy G
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Views and Opinions

- Amberley is a good school. 

It has some outstanding 

features, particularly in the 

quality of care it gives to all 

pupils and the highly positive 

way it ensures equality 

of opportunity across all 

aspects of its provision.

‘- Pupils behave well in lessons and 

around the school. They say they feel 

very safe in school and that there is 

no bullying. They are proud of their 

contribution to the school com
munity, 

particularly as members of the Eco 

Team, who put up energy saving posters. 

They are also proud to be members of 

an elected school council

- Excellent enrichment such as the 

drama workshops and an African

Assembly fully promote pupils’ academic 

and personal development.

- Records show 
that standards are 
above average.

- Pupils and parents new 

to the schoo
l are warmly 

welcomed, enabling them 

to settle quickly and 

become part of the sch
ool 

community.

- Excellent relationships 
and effective teamwork 
ensure good provision 
within a supportive, 
nurturing environment.

- The schoo
l gives 

outstanding support 

to its most vulnerable 

families 

parentscomments

some 
comments 

from 
ofsted

- My child loves coming to school and is really upset when the holidays arrive.

- All the staff are so welcoming and supportive.  I feel I can go in at any time and ask for help.
-Amberley is a fantastic school where you get to know everyone and it feels like one big family.

-The teachers really care about each individual child.
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 Links to Secondary School

Amberley School is part of the STARS Group (Storrington 
Area Rural Schools). Other schools within the group include 
Storrington, Washington, Ashington, Thakeham and Rydon 
Community College. At the end of Year 5 pupils transfer to 
Rydon, the Intermediate School in Storrington. Induction days 
are set up for year 5 pupils to ensure a smooth transition 
into the new school. After three years at Rydon School, pupils 
transfer to Steyning Grammar School. 

St James is part of the Petworth Area Schools Network (PAS) 
comprising seven primary schools, Bury, Duncton, Graffham, 
Petworth, Coldwaltham, Fittleworth and Northchapel.  

The Petworth Area schools are part of a bigger network of 
schools called the Rother Valley Schools.  These schools transfer to 
the Midhurst Rother College in year 7. 

St James School and Amberley work closely with the Petworth 
schools and in particular with Fittleworth and Bury.  We engage 
in a variety of activities that include pupil events, staff training and 
sharing of resources.

Both schools link with this group for curriculum activities, events 
and staff development.

Uniform

The wearing of correct school uniform ensures equality 
in the classroom and a feeling of unity among pupils.  The 
uniform at Amberley is grey trousers or shorts for boys, grey 
skirt or pinafore for girls, blue gingham dress for girls in the 
summer, white polo shirt with logo or plain white shirt, blue 
sweatshirt or cardigan with logo.  Black shoes should be worn 
and black or grey socks.  Striped blue gym shorts and white 
tee shirt with black pumps are worn for PE.  All uniform can 
be purchased from our uniform provider either using their 
website or by collecting a form from the school office.

Attendance

Regular attendance at school is very important to your child’s 
education and a legal requirement. Any absence from school must 
be approved by the Head Teacher. Unauthorised absences will be 
registered on the child’s permanent school record. 

Absence for a holiday is discretionary, not an automatic 
entitlement.  It can only by authorised by the Head Teacher on 
behalf of the Governors.  Absence for more than 10 days will not 
be authorised except in exceptional circumstances.  No absence 
will be authorised for Year 2 from the beginning of the Spring Term 
until after the National Curriculum tests in early May.
Forms to request permission for a planned absence are available 
from the School Office.

Admissions

All admissions to Amberley School must be made through the 
Local Authority.

Please contact:
Pupil Admissions Office, Centenary House, Durrington Lane, 
Worthing, West Sussex, BN13 2QB

The telephone number for the team is:  0845 075 1007 or you 
can email them on:  admissions.south@westsussex.gov.uk

To apply for a place for a Reception child starting school in 
September, you can also apply on line at :  
http://eadmissions.westsussex.gov.uk/

Transport

Transport matters for children attending this school are dealt 
with by the Transport Co-ordination Group, based at  The 
Grange, Tower Street, Chichester.  They can be contacted on 
Tel:  01243 753530 or by email: 
school.transport@westsussex.gov.uk

General Information

Address: 
School Road, Amberley, 
West Sussex, 
BN18 9NB

Tel: 01798 831612   
Fax: 01798 831030 
Email: office@amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk
Website: www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk

Head Teacher: Mrs Michelle Clifford 
Chair of Governors: Mrs Carolyn Shaw
Pupils on Roll: 45
Age Range: 4-10 years, co-educational

After Year 5 the children normally transfer to Rydon 
Community College at Storrington until the age of thirteen 
and then transfer to Steyning Grammar School to complete 
their education.
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