
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
    
                                                                       

 

 

Friday 7th May 2021                                                                      
AMBERLEY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Well, what happened to the Easter Holidays? They seem a dim and distant memory now, but it is 
great to see all of our children back in school as, incredibly, we enter our Summer term.  The 
children are now fully back in the groove and working really hard, with good concentration and 
increasingly good quantity and quality of work which is very pleasing to see.  
  
As the Government roadmap for the easing of Lockdown continues, we hope that we can eventually 
welcome parents back into school and can look forward to traditional Summer Term type events as 
soon as it is safe to do so.   
  

 Learning and Curriculum  
It has been wonderful to see our children play and work together building 
their relationships with each other.  Anxieties and worries that the children 
have had have been able to be addressed through excellent RHE sessions 
by staff and any particular needs are being addressed through extra 
support.  
  

Teachers have been able to assess the learning needs of the children and it has become clear which 
areas of the curriculum need the most focus; these are being targeted through whole class 
teaching, small group work and individual support where needed.  
  
During the Summer Term, there will continue to be a clear focus on the core subjects of English and 
Maths with basic skills such as punctuation, spelling, phonics and reading, number bonds, time 
tables and the four operations being reinforced.  Handwriting and presentation will also remain a 
priority.  
  
As ever, there will be opportunities for the children to reinforce and practise these skills through 
some exciting topic work. In Willow Class, the children will be exploring the intriguing topic of 
‘Yellow’ which encompasses Plants, Van Gogh and Bumblebees, to name but a few Yellow things! 
Willow Class will then be learning about Pirates in the topic of, “Ship Ahoy”. Maple Class will be 
taking a trip back in time to the Stone Age to Iron Age topic which sounds amazing! Oak Class will be 
learning about Rivers locally and around the World in our topic of, “All Along the Arun” which will 
give the children opportunities for map work and field work in Geography.  
  
 I would like to remind you of several important items:    
 
Please can I remind you all that social distancing in our lives away from school is highly important, 
to help keep the school from becoming infected, or there could be potential for bubbles to be 
closed, leading to further disruption to our children’s education.     
    

http://www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk/


 

 
Please can parents continue to wear face masks when dropping off/picking up from school (unless 
you are medically exempt) and to maintain and respect each other by keeping a 1m plus social 
distance from one another.     
    
Start of the day   
Please remember that you should please be dropping off children FROM 8.45am onwards every 
morning and that the school gates will be closed and locked by 9am.  
  
Willow Class:  Year R and 1:  Enter through the Main School Gate and then via the path to the 
school office and turn left through gate to EY outside area (where Mrs. Philpot will receive the 
children).   
Maple Class:  Enter through the Main School Gate and then enter via double gates to playground 
and walk round to Maple class outside door.   
Oak Class:  Enter through the Main School Gate and then enter via the path to the school office and 
turn right through gate to field and enter Oak class through rear, outside classroom door.   
  
Collection at end of day:   
Only one parent/carer from each family to collect child(ren) from the school entrance gate at the 
designated time.  Families are asked not to gather at the entrance, or if they must, to keep to 
current social distancing regulations.  A class teacher or TA from each bubble will accompany 
children to their parents. Please could parents pick up their children and leave the school site as 
safely and promptly as you can, to avoid gatherings.   
    
Willow Class parents and carers:   
3.05pm finish. Will use Main School gate to enter the playground where they should wait on the 
white line as indicated.  Please ensure that there is 1m plus between households.    
    
Willow Class children:   
3.05pm finish. Will come out through their playground gate and be dismissed individually to their 
parents/carers in the playground.  Please ensure that there is 1m plus between households.    
   
Older siblings from Maple and Oak Classes:   
3.15pm finish. Will come to the playground from the back of the school and will join their family 
once the youngest child has been dismissed.  Please ensure that there is 1m plus between 
households.    
    
Families will leave the playground through the playground Small Gate at the end of the day, in the 
usual one-way system.   
   
If you have any queries or concerns about your child’s learning or behaviour please can you 
establish contact with your child’s Class Teacher in the first instance.   
 
  
Friday Flyer  

In order to ensure that you receive information as promptly as possible, 
we will be sending most messages directly to you via email or text.  This 
will enable us to use the Friday Flyer for good news and for celebrating 
the children's work and achievements; it will be published once every 
three weeks.   
  
 
  



 

  
  

‘The Big Ask’  

The Big Ask is the largest ever survey of children and young 
people in England, being run by The Children’s Commissioner 
whose role it is to speak up for all children across the country 
and get their views heard.  The last year has been really tough 
for children and young people, and they deserve a say in what 
happens next.  The Big Ask will be used to show the 
government what children and young people really think.    

  
As a school, we think that this is an excellent initiative (endorsed by the inspirational Marcus 
Rashford) and would like to ask all parents/carers to fill in the questionnaire, found at 
this link: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/ with your children.  In school, the 
children will see or have already seen the The Big Ask Assembly which helps to explain a bit more 
about it and how it aims to help shape their future.  There is also an opportunity for adults to fill out 
a questionnaire (which I have just done) and I would encourage you as parents/carers to do this as 
well.  
  
Learning at Amberley     
    
Willow Class     
 
We have been learning about Vincent Van Gogh and looking at his different paintings.  His favourite 
colour was yellow so we have planted our very own yellow mini gardens.  We have been drawing 
and painting sunflowers and writing our own adventures where we ‘climb’ into one of his paintings. 
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 Maple Class   

Maple class have been extremely busy over the past two weeks.  They have been learning about 
Neolithic farming and even made authentic stone age bread and butter!  Maple class have used 
their sculpting skills to create fantastic Neolithic pottery and spent a fascinating afternoon outside  
creating paint from natural resources.  
 
 

  
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Oak Class   

Year 5 and 6 have been enjoying reading our class book, “Journey to the River Sea” so far this term 
and have written some lovely character descriptions and postcards, from different points of view.  
In art this week the children used pastels to draw a scene of the River Thames in London, to tie-in 
with our rivers topic theme.  The scene was inspired by Claude Monet, a French artist who loved to 
use pastel outdoors and enjoyed using light and colour to create an “impression”- hence a new style 
of art was born called, “Impressionism”.  



 

 

Emailing the School Office  

Please remember that the office email (office@amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk) is only monitored when 
Mrs Sleight is in school (from this term this will usually be Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays).  Therefore, please only use the office@ email for non-urgent messages.  Class 
emails should be used to communicate with teachers or, alternatively, speak to Mr Armitage at the 
gate before school or your child’s class teacher at the gate at the end of the day.  Please phone the 
office if your message is urgent.  
  
FASA News! 

April’s Bag2School collection weighed in at an enormous 
420kg which raised £126.00 for FASA funds.  Thank you 
to everyone who kindly donated their unwanted 
clothes, bags, hats, socks, bed sheets, duvet covers, 
towels and curtains!  
 
Yours sincerely  

  
 
 
 

Paul Armitage 
Head of School 
 
                                                                                                                      Diary dates on next page….. 
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2021  

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June Half Term 

Friday 23rd July Last Day of Summer Term 

Monday 24th May Whole School trip to Amberley Museum (letter 
to follow) 

Monday 21st June Yellow school photographs 

Tuesday 29th June Year 6 to 7 Parents Evening at the Weald 

Wednesday 30th June Year 6 to 7 Familiarisation Day 

Monday 5th July Arts Day 

  

 
 

 


