
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
    
                                                                       

 

 

 

Friday 19th September 2025 
AMBERLEY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
https://www.amberleyschool.com/  

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What an amazing start to the new school year we have had!  Despite the weather the pupils (and 
staff) have dived head first into their learning.  We warmly welcome everyone back, especially our 
new Reception children and new pupils to the school!  Please read below for important dates and 
information. 
 

 
INSET DAY – 24th October 

Please note this new inset day on the school calendar. 
 
Fraudulent App - Parentpay 

Parentpay have notified schools of a fraudulent app which imitates the ParentPay logo 
and is available from the App Store.  ParentPay has asked us to remind parents that they 
do not have an app; their website is www.parentpay.com. 

2025  

Tuesday 23rd September NSPCC Class Workshops 

Friday 26th September Forest School for Year 2 

Tuesday 30th September pm:  Hedgehog Man to visit Willow Class 

Friday 3rd October Forest School for Year 2 

Friday 3rd October Harvest Festival Service at St Michael’s Church (tbc) 

Friday 10th October Forest School for Year 2 

Wednesday 15th October 9am – 12 noon Open Morning 

Friday 17th October Forest School for Year 2 

Friday 17th October 3 – 4.30pm:  Autumn Fayre 

Friday 24th October INSET DAY 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st October HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd November Individual School Photos 

Friday 7th November pm: Nasal flu vaccinations (info to follow) 

Monday 10th to Wednesday 12th Nov Bikeability for Year 6 

Tuesday 18th November SPLASH! Assembly 

Tuesday 25th November  Year 6 NCMP Heights & Weights 

Wednesday 26th November WSCC Library Van visit 

Wednesday 10th December 3pm – 5pm:  Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 11th December KS1 Nativity (tbc) 

Friday 19th December Christmas Carol Service at St Michael's Church 

Friday 19th December Last Day of Autumn Term 

Monday 22nd Dec to Fri 2nd January CHRISTMAS BREAK 

2026  

Monday 5th January First Day of Spring Term 

https://www.amberleyschool.com/
http://www.parentpay.com/


 

Welcome to ClassDojo – A Bridge Between Home and School 

You will be aware that we have recently started to use something called ClassDojo in school.  ClassDojo 
is a simple, secure, and engaging platform that helps parents/carers stay connected to their child’s 
classroom experience.  It allows teachers to celebrate student achievements and communicate directly 
with families, all in real time. 
 
Through ClassDojo, you can: 

• Track your child’s progress as teachers award points for positive behaviours like teamwork, 
persistence, and kindness. 

• See what’s happening in class with photos, videos, and messages posted to the Class Story. 
• Stay in touch with your child’s teacher through private messaging, making communication easy 

and accessible. 

ClassDojo helps build a strong partnership between school and home, giving you a window into your 
child’s day and encouraging meaningful conversations about learning and growth. 
 
At present, we are mainly focused on developing ClassDojo as a reward system - the children will earn 
Dojos for learning behaviour and achievements.  The Dojos are recorded on the ClassDojo app and 
parents can check from home to see the Dojos that have been earned during that week.  The children 
will earn Dojo certificates in increments of 50 Dojos.   However, as we move forward using the system, 
it may become common that photos, videos and messages are also posted to the Class Story enabling 
parents/carers to have more interaction with their child's classroom experience. 
 
In the Annual Consent Forms that will be coming out in the next week, there will be a request for you 
consent to be able to share your child's photo on ClassDojo.  The system is entirely in-school and the 
photos will not be able to be seen by the wider community or general public. 
 
Our house point system is still in place where points are awarded to children when they demonstrate 
our school values in their behaviour.  At half-term, the house points will be counted and the winning 
house will earn a treat.  Each week, one child from Willow, Maple and Oak will be chosen as Values 
Ambassador for their class, receiving a certificate in Celebration Assembly.   
 
We are looking forward to using ClassDojo and hope that it will enhance both the children's and 
parents/carers' experience at Amberley. 
 
NSPCC Workshops 

Next week, children in year 2, 5 and 6 will be participating in age appropriate 
workshops on how to stay safe. You should have already have received an 
email regarding this via the school office.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mrs Westwood via the Willow Class 
email: willow@amberleyschool.com 
 
Going Home Book Reminder 

If your child is to be collected by someone other than yourself (ie. Grandparent, friend of the family) 
or going home with another child after school, please can we remind parents that this MUST be 
written in the Going Home Book.  This book can be located in the Pagoda in the playground at the 
beginning and end of each school day.  Alternatively, please telephone the School Office on 01798 
831612 and office staff will note arrangements in the book on your behalf. 
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If you have a regular arrangement in place where your child will be 
collected by someone other than yourself, please complete a 
‘Consent Form for the Going Home Book’ which will then be added to 
the back of the book for school staff to check. 

 
Label Your Child’s Clothes! 

We already have a number of items of school uniform which have not been named/labelled.  This 
makes it incredibly difficult to give lost property back to the original owner.  Please label everything, 
including wellingtons and trainers! 
 
School Uniform 

Some of the children are coming in to school in unsuitable non-uniform 
clothing. Our uniform is royal blue, grey and white and consists of the 
following:  

• Blue sweatshirt or Cardigan*  
• White polo shirt*, button-through shirt or similar  
• Grey trousers, shorts or skirts  
• Blue gingham dress  
• White or grey socks or tights  
• Sensible low-heeled black shoes (not trainers)  
• Wellington boots  

Items marked with * may be purchased with our embroidered school logo on from Broadwater 
Sports in Lancing - www.schooljumpers.co.uk Tel: 01903 755505, however please note that plain 
clothing in the correct style and colour is perfectly acceptable if parents do not wish to buy from the 
school supplier. Please also send your child in with a warm coat now that the weather is beginning 
to turn colder. 
 
PE Kit 
Please could parents check their children’s PE bags and ensure that they have the right kit.  This 
should be: 

• Royal blue shorts 
• White T-shirt 
• Blue/black joggers 
• Plimsolls 
• PE bag  
 
Most importantly every child should have a pair of correctly fitting plimsolls in school – quite a few 
children don’t seem to have any at all or have plimsolls that they have grown out of. 
 
Please can we also ask that if children need to bring a bag in to school that it is of a small size suitable 
for our school cloakrooms. 
 
Toys:  So that we can avoid any upset caused by loss or damage, please can we ask that children in 
Years 1 – 6 DO NOT bring any toys from home in to school. 
 
FASA – Family Help Needed 

If you are a parent or carer or a family member and could help out at school events, please email the 
School Office (office@amberleyschool.com) with the subject line: Interested in FASA.  Without 
parent/family helpers, events like the Christmas and Summer fetes simply cannot go ahead 
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Parham House visit (Tuesday 16th September, 2025) 

What an amazing time Maple Class had on their visit to Parham House! The children had the chance 
to rotate around 6 different countryside themed activities including: 
 
South Downs NP – Protected Landscapes 
BASC – Curtis & David West Owls/keepering/pests 
Anna Countryside Learning – Camouflage (with the chance to wear camouflage paint) 
Felicity Winters – Valmorah Gundogs 
BDS – Deer 
BASC Rachel Swansborough/Reece Dunn - Wild Birds & Egg ID 
 
Zoey: "I liked the dogs and making our apple bird feeders. I enjoyed the rural police with all their 
animal skins and the treasure hunt." 
 
Reuben: "I enjoyed the dogs, they loved cuddles and they knew where to go. The apple bird feeders 
were fun to make. I enjoyed working as a team to build up a puzzle and the deer antlers and skins." 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
School Library Volunteer 
We are once again looking for a volunteer librarian to take care of our school 
library. If you would like to take on this role or know someone who might, 
please contact Mr Armitage. Being our librarian would require one or two 
hours per week and will involve checking the children’s books in and out, and 
general upkeep of the library. 
 
We would like to send a huge thank you to Mrs Pitcher who has been looking 
after our library for the past year. 

 
 
Next Amberley Primary Open Morning – Wednesday 15th October, 
9am – 12 noon 

Our next Amberley Primary Open Morning is being held on Wednesday 
15th October for children who are due to start school in September 
2026. We would like to get as many people as possible to attend, so if 
you know of anyone who has primary school age children who you 
think might be interested, please let them know. We have attached a 
copy of our Open Morning flyer which can be forwarded on or, if you 
prefer, it can be printed out and pinned up at home to advertise the 
date. If you would like a paper copy, please let us know and we will 
send one home with your child.  The best recommendation for any 
school is by word-of-mouth from parents! 

If you know of any parents who were unable to visit on open morning, please ask them to make an 
appointment with the school office to come and view the school at a time suitable to them. 
 
Kind regards, 
  
Mrs R Westwood  
Senior Teacher 
Amberley CE Primary School 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


