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         Amberley CE Primary School       St. James’ CE Primary School,  
           Coldwaltham 

 

 

 

 

Enabling every child to thrive and succeed 

 
At Arun Villages Federation, we care for EVERYONE. We embrace challenges and all opportunities to learn, recognising 

the value of education and persevering even when it feels difficult. 

We are uncompromising in our aspirations, proud of our – and each other’s - achievements and look forward to 
embracing the experiences the wider world offers. 

 

Respect, Kindness, Honesty, Positivity and Teamwork 
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Geography Progression Map – Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Cycle A 
Cycle A 
Substantive 
Knowledge 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

   

Key Locational 
Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children can name the town/ 
village they live in 

 Children know that their school 
is in Amberley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pupils know that Amberley is in 
England 

 Pupils can name the 4 countries 
of the UK 

 Pupils can locate Australia on 
map /globe 
 

 Pupils know that Amberley is a 
village in the county of West 
Sussex 

 Pupils can name the capital 
cities of the 4 countries of the 
UK 

 Pupils can name the seas that 
surround the UK 

 Pupils know the difference 
between UK and British Isles 

 Pupils know the names of the 7 
continents and 5 oceans 

 Pupils know that UK is on the 
continent of Europe 

Place Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children know that Amberley is 
a village 

 Children know the difference 
between ‘land’ and ‘water’ 

 Pupils know that Australia is a 
long way away from where 
they live 

 Children know that Australia 
has different animals to where 
they live. 

 
 

 Pupils know that Amberley is a 
small village 

 Pupils know that Storrington 
and Horsham are larger towns 
nearby 

 Pupils know what a continent is 
 Pupils know what an ocean is 

 Pupils know that Littlehampton 
is a town on the south coast of 
the UK 

 Pupils know that the Pacific 
ocean is the largest ocean in 
the world 

 Pupils know that the oceans 
and seas that surround the UK 

 Pupils know that an aerial 
photograph can help us 
recognise landmarks and 
human and physical features. 

 Pupils can use aerial 
photographs to identify 
landmarks of seaside regions 
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and other geographical 
features 

 Pupils know what a harbour is 

 Pupils can name some 
difference and similarities 
between Littlehampton beach 
and Bondi beach. 

  Pupils know that Australia is in 
the southern hemisphere 

 Pupils know that UK is in the 
northern hemisphere 

 Pupils will locate Australia on a 
map 

Human & 
Physical 
Processes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children will know that the 
weather changes at different 
times of the year 

 Children will know that clouds 
are in the sky 

 Children will know that rain 
falls from clouds 

 Children will know that rain is 
wet 

 Children will know that the sun 
makes things warm and makes 
it light 

 
 
 
 
 

 Pupils know that Australia and 
UK experience different 
weather patterns 

 Pupils understand the 
difference between weather 
and climate 

 Pupils know how the weather 
changes between seasons 

 Pupils will be able to describe 
some differences in weather in 
the different seasons 

 Children will name the four 
seasons 

 Pupils will understand that rain 
is a form of weather 

 Children will know that the sun 
gives heat and light 

 Pupils can describe human and 
physical differences between 
Australia and UK 

 Pupils know what the equator 
is and can locate it on a globe 

 Will make observations and ask 
questions about the wind 

 Will know that there are 
different cloud formations and 
these are affected by weather 

 Will understand why it rains 
 Will know how the sun affects 

temperature  

Cycle A 
Disciplinary 
Knowledge 
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Geographical 
skills and 
Fieldwork 
 
 
 
 

 Children can describe the 
location of different areas in 
the school 

 Children can talk about some 
seasonal changes that take 
place in the school grounds 

 
 
 
 
 

 Pupils can identify key features 
of Amberley on a map and on 
aerial photos 

 Pupils can use simple compass 
directions – N-E-S-W 

 Pupils can name the key 
features of Littlehampton beach 

 Using maps and globes, pupils 
can locate the 7 continents and 
5 oceans 

 Will be able to understand 
ways to record the weather 

 Will make observations on 
different cloud formations 

 Will take measurements of 
rainfall 

 Will be able to measure 
differences in temperature of 
shaded/sunlit areas and record 
this 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Amberley   
Village  
River  
Land 
Water 
Inside 
Outside 
Busy 
Quiet 
Cloud 
Sky 
wind 
rain 
sun 
 
 

Town 
Aerial 
Same 
Different 
Near 
Far 
Weather 
Climate 
Beach 
Sand 
Stones / pebbles 
Waves 
Groin 
River mouth 
Holidays 

Continent 
Ocean 
County 
Pacific 
Atlantic 
Indian 
Artic 
Southern 
Asia 
Europe 
Africa 
North America 
South America 
Oceania (Australasia)  
Formation  
Observation 
Temperature 
record 

 
Assessment  
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Geography Progression Map – Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Cycle B 
Cycle B 
Substantive 
Knowledge 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

   

Key Locational 
Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children know that Amberley is 
near a river 

 Children can use a simple map 
of our school to locate the field 
and buildings 
 

 Pupils know that Amberley is 
near to the river Arun 

 Pupils can locate the North and 
South Poles on a map 

 

 Pupils can locate the North and 
South Poles on a map 

 Pupils locate Antarctica and 
Arctic on a map 

 Pupils know what the equator 
is and can locate it on a 
map/globe 

 

Place Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children know that Amberley is 
near a river 

 Children will know that 
Amberley is near some hills 

 Children will know the names of 
some major rivers of the UK: 
Thames, Severn, 

 Will know that Amberley is in 
the South Downs 

 Will know that the South Downs 
are hills 

 Pupils can use a map to locate 
the river Arun 

 Children will know the names 
of some major rivers of the 
UK: Thames, Severn, and 
locate them on a map 
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  Will know the highest peaks in 
UK: Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis, 
Snowdonia 

 Know that Antarctica is a 
continent but that the Arctic is 
a region 

Human & 
Physical 
Processes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I know that flowers grow in 
the Spring 

 Will know that a mountain is 
bigger than a hill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children know that a river flows 
downwards 

 Children will be able to describe 
some uses of a river 

 Children will know some animals 
that live by a river 

 Know some similarities and 
difference between the Arctic and 
Antarctica 

 Can use compass points N,S,E,W 

 Children can draw a simple map of 
the school grounds 

 Children will be able to devise their 
own simple map with symbols 

 Children will begin to understand 
contour lines 

 Children will recognise the summit 
on a map 

 Children will know that river 
changes shape 

 Children will know some features 
of rivers  

 Children will know that rivers flow 
downwards in one direction and 
end at the sea 

 Children will know the purpose of 
a canal 

 Children will know the difference 
between a river and a canal 

Cycle B 
Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

   

Geographical 
skills and 
Fieldwork 
 
 

  Children can draw a simple map of 
the school grounds 

 

 



Arun Villages Federation Curriculum 2023/2024 
 

Page 8 of 8 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 

Hill 
River 
mountain 

North 
South 
East  
West 
Left 
Right  

Aerial 
Contour 
River mouth 
Source 
Bend 
Wildlife 
Peak 
summit 

 
Assessment  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


