
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
    
                                                                       

 

 

 

Friday 1st April 2022 
AMBERLEY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This half-term has flown by and we find ourselves one week away 
from the Spring Break and our thoughts turn to reflections at the 
very special time of Easter.   
 
For some, this is a time for celebration of the core message within 
Christianity of Jesus’ sacrifice for humanity in order for them to 
enter into relationship with God; for others, it is a time to reflect on 
new life and rejoice in the beauty of Spring and the natural world 
around us.  For all, it is a time when we can once again meet with 
families and friends to spend time together, eat wonderful food and 
nibble on lovely, chocolate eggs! 
 
Whatever this special time of year means to you personally, I hope that you are looking forward to 
the holidays and you will all be able to have a happy and joyful time, enjoying a well-earned rest 
and break from the usual busy daily routines. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 

I would like to thank you for the fantastic way in which you have responded to the letter that was 
sent earlier in the half-term about the timings for arriving at school.  It has been noticeable that we 
have fewer children arriving after the 8:55am cut-off which is wonderful and we are highly 
appreciative of the effort that is being made by the whole school community in supporting the 
school with this. 
 
Some of you may be aware that the recent Schools White Paper ‘Opportunity for all - Strong schools 
with great teachers for your child’ specifically mentions the government’s intent to ‘drive 
attendance rates back to pre-pandemic levels and beyond’ (page 26, para 51).  The Covid-19 
pandemic highlighted the supreme importance of children being in school so that they are able to 
learn and thrive. As a school, we are committed to improving our attendance rates and decreasing 
the level of absence in order to ensure that our children are receiving the optimum amount of 
education possible.  As we continue through the year, there will be a continued focus on 
attendance, punctuality and absence and we look forward to working in collaboration with 
parents/carers to secure high attendance. 
 
Covid-19 guidance 

On Tuesday 29th March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out 
the next steps for living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1st  April.  The updated guidance 
advises: 
 

http://www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063602/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__print_version_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063602/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__print_version_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

• children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at 
home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare 
when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend; 

• adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with 
other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young 
people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days. 

 
For education and childcare settings, regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended and 
schools can no longer order LFD tests; this means that asymptomatic testing for staff will be a 
personal choice and not something we will ask staff to do.  The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 
will publish new guidance but most of the specific COVID-19 guidance for education and childcare 
settings will be withdrawn on Friday 1st April. 
 
The school will review and update its risk assessments in line with any updates given by UKHSA; 
however, it would now appear that there will be no specific guidance regarding Covid-19 and we 
will be expected to treat the virus as any other illness within the school.  I appreciate that 
parents/carers will have some remaining concerns but, with the final lifting of guidelines, we look 
forward to being able to return to a more normal life within school which will be greatly welcomed. 
 

Little Lifesavers visit - Friday 18th March 

The children in Years 4, 5 and 6 also had a fantastic visit from ‘Little Life Savers’ who taught us about 
emergency first aid.  The children learnt about CPR, choking and the recovery position.  
 

“When you do CPR, see if they are responsive, put your hand over the top of where their heart is and 
push down hard.” Leighton 

“They need to have open airway.” Grace  

“Now I have the knowledge in case of an emergency.” Imogen  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Record of Success Medals 

We are delighted to be able to invite parents into school next Friday 
(8th April) for Maple Class’s Celebration Assembly.  Lots of the 
children have been working very hard towards their Record of 
Success certificates which will be presented during assembly.  Huge 
congratulations must go to the following children who have worked 
hard and reached their 50 sticker certificate/medal this term: 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                    Congratulations to you all! 
 
 
Learning at Amberley 

Willow Class 

Willow class have been keeping a "weather 
eye" on the weather recently!  They have been 
recording the daily weather in their weather diaries and 
seeing if they can notice any changes or patterns in the 
weather as a part of their learning in Geography.  The 
children have also been very busy doing lots and lots of 
sustained writing!  They have written their own version 
of a known story, as well as unscrambling some 
scrambled up sentences!  In Maths the children are 
currently estimating and weighing objects and using 
comparative language such as "lighter than/heavier 
than". 
 
 
Maple Class 

Weald and Downland Living Museum – What a Tremendous Trip! 

Maple Class rounded off their historical learning of the Anglo-Saxons with a wonderful visit to the 
Weald and Downland Living Museum. 
 
Maple managed to have every type of weather on the trip but were still able to thoroughly enjoy the 
Anglo-Saxon warrior and cook workshops. The children enjoyed learning about what is was like to live 
as an Anglo-Saxon.  They learnt about what the Anglo-Saxons ate and drank, how they made their 
homes and what a warrior would need for battle.  We were lucky to have time to explore the museum 
in full and even spotted the film site from the TV show ‘The Repair Shop.’  To summarise the trip, 
when asking Maple Class what their favourite part was – Joe replied, “My favourite part was 
everything!” 
 
A massive thank you to the parent volunteers and to Mrs Nodding who made the trip possible.  I hope 
all adults are back to normal body temperatures by now! 
 
From all in Maple class, we wish everyone a very warm and happy Easter.  
 
 

Arthur S, Imogen, Massimo, Evelyn, Storm, 
Eren, Thisbe, James, Samuel, Joe W 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Oak Class 
We have had a busy few weeks in Oak Class.  We have continued to investigate separating different 
materials in science and have been creating some wonderful stained-glass windows in art.  We also 
managed to squeeze in a visit to St Michael’s Church as part of our learning in RE! 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

FASA Easter Disco – Friday 8th April 
The disco will start at 5.15pm and run until 6.45pm.  Ticket price is £5 per 
child and will include refreshments and an Easter egg.  Tickets can be 

purchased from Sam (Minnie’s Mum) in the playground at pick-up time from 
today and all next week. 
 
 

 
 

 
FASA Bake Sale and Mother’s Day Secret Market 

Huge congratulations must to FASA for their 
fundraising last week.  The bake sale raised £100 and 
the Secret Market raised £114!  Well done to everyone 
involved. 
 
 
Red Nose Day for Comic Relief 

The school raised a fantastic £62.00 for Comic Relief.  Thank you to everyone for your generous 
donations. 

 
 
 

Congratulations Gryffins! 

Congratulations to the children in Gryffin House for collecting the most 
housepoints last term.  They received their treat today – hot chocolate 
and marshmallows! – which was very welcome given the unseasonal 
blizzard we had at lunchtime! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Have a very happy and blessed Easter and we look forward to seeing the children back for the final 
term of the year – it hardly seems possible that we’re already able to say that!  Thank you for your 
support during the last two terms and we look forward to continuing to work closely with you 
during the summer. 
 
Kind regards, 

  
 
 

Mrs L Martin 
Executive Head Teacher 
 

                                                                                  Diary dates on next page….. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

2022  

Monday 4th April Parent Consultations for Oak Class 

Tuesday 5th April Parent Consultations for Maple Class 

 Easter Trail at St Michael’s Church 

Wednesday 6th April Forest School for Maple Class 

 Parent Consultations for Maple Class 

Friday 8th April Maple Class Celebration Assembly 

 17.15:  FASA Easter Disco 

Monday 11th to Friday 22nd April Easter Holiday 

Monday 2nd May  Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 3rd May Inset Day 

9th to 13th May SATS Week 

Tuesday 24th to Wednesday 25th May Years 5 & 6 Residential Visit to Lodge Hill 

Friday 20th May Oak Class Celebration Assembly 

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June Half Term 

Tuesday 28th June 
13.15:  Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Chichester 
Cathedral 

Friday 15th July 13.00:  Sports Day 

Monday 18th July Reserve Sports Day 

Thursday 21st July 
Time TBA:  Year 6 Leavers’ Service at St Michael’s 
Church 

Thursday 21st July End of Term 

 



 

 


